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386 15 VIRGINIA LAW register. [Sept., 

3. Witnesses (§ 152*) — Competency— Death of Party to Contract.— 

An agent of a corporation is not rendered incompetent to testify as to 
■a contract by the death of a member of a partnership with whom 
the contract was made. 

[Ed. Note. — For other cases, see Witnesses, Cent. Dig. §§ 65.8, 659; 
Dec. Dig. § 153.* 13 Va.-W. Va. Enc. Dig. 934, et seq.; 951-2.] 

Judgment reversed. All the judges concur. 



HUNTER et al. v, HICKS et al. 
June 10, 1909. 
[64 S. E. 988.] 

1, Deeds (§ 124*) — Construction — Estates Conveyed— Fee Simple. 

— A husband deeded land and personal property to a trustee for the 
benefit of his wife, giving the wife power by the deed to sell the prop- 
erty and dispose of the proceeds as she might see fit with the co- 
operation of the trustee, who was required to execute such instruments 
as the wife should direct. If the wife should die before the husband, 
the grant of the property remaining was to cease, but she was to have 
power to dispose of one-half of it, the husband reserving the right if 
he died before his wife to dispose of one-half of the property then 
remaining by will. Held, that the wife took an absolute title to the 
property conveyed, the reservation to the husband being void for re- 
pugnancy to the first estate conveyed. 

[Ed. Note. — For other cases, see Deeds, Cent. Dig. §§ 344-355, 
416-428; Dec. Dig. § 124.* 5 Va.-W. Va. Enc. Dig. 166; 13 Id. 826, 
et seq.] 

2. Deeds (§ 142*)— Estate Conveyed— Reservations— Validity.— The 
reservation to the husband of one-half of the property remaining was 
void for uncertainty. 

[Ed. Note. — For other cases, see Deeds, Dec. Dig. § 142.* 4 Va.-W. 
Va. Enc. Dig. 438.] 
Judgment reversed. All the judges concur. 

*For other cases see same topic and section NUMBER in Dec. & 
Am. Digs. 1907 to date, & Reporter Indexes. 



